Islam’s Influence

Over the past 1400 years Muslim intellects have
made substantial contributions in the areas of
physics, medicine, mathematics, chemistry,
astronomy, philosophy and geography. At no time
was this more evident than in the Middle Ages, a
period commonly referred to as the “Golden Age
of Islam”. It produced such luminaries as Jabir
ibn Hayyan (considered the father of early
chemistry), al-Khwarizmi (one of the fathers of
algebra), al-Zahrawi (a father of surgery), al-Razi
(father of pediatrics), Ibn Sina (one of the greatest
medical scholars in history), Jabir ibn Aflah
(promoter of trigonometry in Europe); Ibn Rushd
(reviver: of Aristotle) and Ibn Khaldun (a father of
modern sociology, historiography, demography.
and economics) to name only a few. Their:
contributions ultimately helped to usher in the
European Renaissance. This influence on
Western civilization is recognized in @ mural
painted in the 1890s on the ceiling of the Library.
of Congress in Washington D.C. Islam is included
along with England, France, America, Greece;,
Rome and others in a depiction of the “Evolution
of Civilization”.
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